Monday, September 6, 2004
1 Corinthians 1:1 - 2:16

Corinth, you probably remember, was a center of activity for trade in the Mediterranean region. To “play the Corinthian” was to live a life of debauchery. Corinthians pursued pleasure for the sake of pleasure. It was a city of sailors, merchants, and travelers from diverse cultures. It was a city of the very rich who gloried in their villas overlooking the city and the very poor. It was a place where Rome provided retirement benefits for her soldiers. All in all, Corinth was a typical location for a very successful church! In cultures that reek of sin, arrogance, and confusion, there are always those seeking the truth; those that can see their plight and want deliverance. The gospel of Christ shines brightest where it is needed the most!


Paul’s first visit to Corinth came about A.D. 51 and lasted about a year and a half. As usual, he was soon tossed out of the synagogue, only to continue preaching next door. He later wrote at least three letters to the church. Two we have in the New Testament, but the other (mentioned in 5:9) is lost. Paul’s letter that we know as I Corinthians was probably written around A.D. 54 or 55, though his contact with the church through trusted messengers appears to have been more frequent than just two letters of instruction. I Corinthians was written directly to a local church and Paul’s words to that congregation ring familiar to congregations even after almost 2,000 years.


Though Paul has some difficult words for the church at Corinth, he begins as all good communicators do, with praise and thanksgiving for them and their faith. In verse 10, having assured them of his love, Paul begins his words of concern. The church was quarreling. Quarreling still goes on in churches. As the members of one congregation said after a year-long building project, quarrels aren’t surprising. What is surprising is God’s ability to hold a congregation together in spite of them. 

At Corinth it appears that there was what might almost be called a denominational upheaval. Instead of Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Church of Christ, etc., it was Paul, Apollos, or Cephas whom people followed, setting their loyalty to Christ in second place. 

The last verses of chapter 1 also ring true for the modern Christian. It seems that in our technology-rich world filled with people who seem to worship their own power, Christ is but foolishness to many. As Paul said in verse 18, “…the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”

Chapter 2, verse 3 fits into the middle of Paul’s words about his own dependence. He came not boasting of his own wisdom, but in humility. He was a weak servant dependent upon, and obedient to, God. He understood and wanted the church to understand that his words were by the direction of His Lord. 

Paul continues in chapter 2 to explain that what man considers foolishness by his own wisdom is anything but. What man considers foolishness is actually the great and unsurpassed wisdom of God. It cannot be discerned by man on his own, but only through the Holy Spirit. Only those who live a Spirit-filled and Spirit-guided life can comprehend the wisdom of God which, though hidden for millennia, has been revealed through Christ. Man, guided by his own folly, despised and crucified his own Savior (verse 8). 
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